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In 1980, the German phycologist Hermann Heynig (see Tauscher 2003, 2009) described
Closteriopsis longissima f. gigantea Heynig (Heynig 1980, 353, figs 3a-c, 4 a-b [iconotype]). The
type locality for this forma is the Helme Reservoir near Kelbra/Kyffhauser in the federal states of
Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia in Germany (Heynig 1980, 2003; Krienitz & Bock 2012; Tauscher
2016). The cells of this forma are particularly long (660-1900 um).

A few years later, Hoffman (1983: 77, figs 1-45) described the genus Atractomorpha L.R.Hoffman
1983 typified by the new species Atractomorpha echinata L.R.Hoffman from New Deal, Lubbock
County, Texas, USA, isolated from a soil sample. While it is clear now that Closteriopsis
longissima f. gigantea and Atractomorpha echinata are representative of the same genus, the
different dimensions and habitat of the German populations suggests that two different entities are
involved.

Pending further comparative studies at the species level, the new combination Atractomorpha
echinata f. gigantea is here proposed:

Atractomorpha echinata f. gigantea (Heynig) Tauscher, comb. nov.
Basionym: Closteriopsis longissima f. gigantea Heynig, Archiv fiir Protistenkunde vol. 123: 351,
1980

Atractomorpha echinata t. gigantea is a freshwater entity, found in reservoirs and ponds in
Germany (Heynig 1980, 2003; Krienitz 1984; Tauscher 2016).

I am grateful to: Lothar Krienitz for important remarks; Michael Guiry for correcting the taxonomic
status and for important discussions on the manuscript; and my daughter Henrike Téuscher for
correcting the English version.

Heynig, H. (1980). Interessante Phytoplankter aus Gewdssern des Bezirks Halle (DDR). III. —
Interesting Planktonic Algae from Waters in the District Halle (GDR). II1. Archiv fiir
Protistenkunde 123: 349-357.

Heynig, H. (2003). Das Plankton des Helme-Stausees bei Kelbra / Kyffhéuser (Deutschland,
Sachsen-Anhalt / Thiiringen) — The Plankton of the Helme-Reservoir near Kelbra /
Kyfthiuser (Germany, Sachsen-Anhalt / Thiiringen). Lauterbornia 46: 159-183.

Hoffman, L.R. (1983). Atractomorpha echinata gen. et sp. nov., a new anisogamous member of the
Sphaeropleaceae (Chlorophyceae). Journal of Phycology 19: 76-86.

Krienitz, L. (1984). Zur Flora coccaler Griinalgen im Phytoplankton des Naturschutzgebietes
Cositzer Teich (Kreis Kothen, Bezirk Halle). Hercynia N. F. 21: 20-50.

Krienitz, L. & Bock, C. (2012). Present state of the systematics of planktonic coccoid green algae of
inland waters. Hydrobiologia 698: 295-326.

Tauscher, L. (2003). Zum 80. Geburtstag von Hermann Heynig. Limnologica 33: 355-358.

Tauscher, L. (2009). Meine Begegnungen mit "HEYNIG" — zum 85. Geburtstag von Dr. Hermann
Heynig (incl. Taxa-Neubeschreibungen und Taxa-Neukombinationen von Hermann Heynig —
My meetings with "HEYNIG" — Dr. Hermann Heynig 85 years old (incl. new descriptions
and new combinations of taxa by Hermann Heynig). Lauterbornia 67: 231-239.




Notulae algarum No. 32 (8 August 2017) ISSN 2009-8987

Tauscher, L. (2016): Algen (Cyanobacteria et Phycophyta). In: Pflanzen und Tiere in Sachsen-
Anhalt Ein Kompendium der Biodiversitdt. (Frank, D. & Schnitter, P. Eds), pp. 63-112.
Rangsdorf: Westermann Druck Zwickau.




